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To ensure that all students with disabilities have available to them a free appropriate 
public education that emphasizes special education and related services designed to 

meet their unique needs and prepare them for further education, 
employment, and independent living.

The Purpose of IDEA

IEP & 
State/Alternate 

Standards

Regular Diploma 
or Certificate of 

Completion

College and 
Career Ready



Utah Students with Disabilities

2014-2015

32788 Specific Learning Disability
18428 Speech Language Impairment
6596 Developmental Delay
6510 Other Health Impairment
5225 Autism
3325 Intellectual Disabilities
1881 Emotional / Behavioral Disabilities
1714 Multiple Disabilities
623 Hearing Impaired / Deaf
196 Orthopedic Impairment
246 Visually Impaired / Blind
264 Traumatic Brain Injury
29 DeafBlind
77825 Total





Collaboration and integration of work across departments

◦ Teaching and Learning
◦ Title I and Federal Programs
◦ IDEA/Special Education
◦ Assessment
◦ Data and Statistics

New Way of Doing Business

Working together 
to provide support 

for LEAs to 
improve 

educational 
outcomes for all 

students 

Core Standards 
and Professional 

Learning

Teacher 
Evaluation and 

Growth

SSIP and 
Improvement 

Plans

Use of Data and 
Assessments

MTSS and Tiered    
Supports





High Expectations 
and Beliefs

Multi- Tiered System 
of Supports in 

Secondary Settings

Content Knowledge 
and Effective 

Instruction

Leadership
IEP Team Decisions

Partnerships and Collaboration
Preservice and Inservice Professional 

Learning
Active Engagement of All School 

Personnel
Data Driven Decision Making

Evidence-Based Practices
Fiscal Support

Inclusion in grade level core 
content, assessment, 

graduation requirements, 
and CCR Plans.

Infrastructure, Scale, Fidelity

Math content and 
pedogogy to provide 

effective instruction through 
UDL and evidence-based 

interventions.



Utah’s Focus for Improvement

Utah SIMR: Improving 
math achievement in 
students with disabilities 
with Specific Learning 
Disabilities and Speech 
Language Impairments in 
grades 6-8.



Revenue Sources
Federal Funds
◦ IDEA 611 (Age 3-21) USOE: 7% LEAs: 93%
◦ IDEA 619 (Age 3-5) USOE: 0% LEAs: 100%
◦ UMTSS (by application) USOE: 25% LEAs: 75%

State MSP Funds USOE: 0% LEAs: 100%
◦ Special Education Add-On
◦ Special Education Self-Contained
◦ Special Education Extended School Year (ESY) 
◦ Special Education Preschool
◦ Special Education State Programs

Carson Smith Scholarships USOE: 0.02% Students: 99.98%



Questions?
Glenna Gallo
Special Education Director
glenna.gallo@schools.utah.gov

Jennifer Howell
Special Education Coordinator
jennifer.howell@schools.utah.gov
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