
Sarah Young, STEM Liaison for USOE and STEM Action Center



Program 
Overview

 Informal Science Education Enhancement (iSEE) seeks to spark 
students’ natural curiosity and wonder by providing exciting 
opportunities to experience science.

 iSEE Program Benefits:
 Provide unique opportunities not typically available in the 

classrooms
 Supports the Utah State Science Core Standards
 Reach every elementary school within the state of Utah every year



Program 
Overview

 iSEE Programs include the following services:
 Outreach Programs

 iSEE organizations bring innovative and educational programs into 
schools, linking educators and scientists with classroom teachers and 
students.  Assemblies and hands-on classroom experiences inspire 
students to learn about the wonders of science.

 Field Trip Programs
 iSEE organizations offer unique educational opportunities at each 

facility with live animals, museum specimens, interactive environments 
and multimedia programs.

 Teacher Professional Development
 iSEE organizations provide teacher workshops that include current 

science content, practical teaching techniques and materials.

 Teacher Resources
 iSEE organization provide critically needed activities, equipment and 

specimens for classroom use.  These educational tools allow teachers to 
transform their classrooms into exciting learning laboratories.



Program 
Overview

 iSEE Institutional Requirements:
 Must match the funding 1:1 toward educational iSEE services  (The 

average match last school year across all iSEE intuitions was 1:1.2 
match)

 Must service all students in the targeted grade range once every 
three years across the state of Utah

 Must align directly to the Utah Core Standards in Science for the 
specific targeted grade level

 Have demonstrated a three-year track record for service and 
excellence in the provisional program before being approved by the 
Utah State Board of Education for statewide implementation.

 Attend monthly meetings with USOE state coordinator
 Provide annual reports to USOE and site visits as requested
 Reapply for funds every four years
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Provisional 
Program –
Hogle Zoo

 Hogle Zoo joined the provisional program for iSEE in fall 2016.

 They are working on developing and scaling their programs 
around animal adaptations and Utah environments for Utah 
students in second grade.

 The utilize both on-site and virtual classroom engagement.

 They attend all iSEE meetings and work with the collective group 
to learn best practices in outreach, teacher professional 
development, and field trips.

 They will be eligible for full iSEE program approval for fall 2019.



iSEE Fiscal 
Allocations for 
FY 2016

Project Outreach RFP Enhancement
New 

Facility
Facility 

Total

Coding
3942 PCA 015 

94201 
3941 PHB  015 
94101

3943 PHC 015 
94301 

3944 PHD 
015 94401 

Allocation $ 3,697,900 $ 225,000 $ 417,100 $  50,000 

Clark Planetarium $ 735,582 $ 104,275 $  839,857 

Discovery Gateway $ 173,943 $  104,275 $  278,218 

Hawkwatch $ 100,000 $  100,000 

Leonardo $ 474,940 $  25,000 $  499,940 

Living Planet $ 570,665 $  104,275 $ 674,940 
Museum of Natural 
History $ 595,350 $  104,275 $  25,000 $  724,625 

Red Butte $ 297,420 $  297,420 

Thanksgiving Point $ 750,000 $   750,000 

Hogle Zoo $ 225,000 $  225,000



Impacts of 
iSEE



Questions?

 iSEE Institutions provide a vital support for bringing science to the 
classroom for students across the state of Utah.

 They are partners and leaders to science and STEM personnel at 
the schools, LEA’s, and the state office of education.

 For additional questions and data, you are welcome to contact 
me:

Sarah Young, STEM Liaison

sarahyoung@utah.gov

mailto:sarahyoung@utah.gov
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